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Matthew Hunter, on Hamilton Lake. Matthew now has a nice, new C-Tech mast/ Derek Scott sail combo. In a recent Mark Foy race (windy!) he was given a 6 minute start on the rest of us. Instead of letting us catch him, he put time on us. (Unfair and unethical!)

Subscriptions due  !!!  
To update your contacts electronically, click on this address
        http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dG9qcTJjRld4cVV4bEJydy1DakVvLWc6MQ
fill in your details, etc, and the bank a/c number  03 1560 0066977 00 and amounts are also there.

Subs paid at Dec 1st:  Chris Carlaw; Chris Hawkins; Kevin Holland; Maarten van Rossum, + Phil Ash by post after Takapuna. (Too late to avoid disqualification at Takapuna!!)

No excuses this year – extra $5 after Christmas!! (I will attach the old form again…)
SAILING   NEWS:  
Takapuna Christmas Regatta  Dec 10, 11. This was to be our North Shore Champs.
5 of us turned up, and Derek Scott sent his apology...  
But my forecast of 10+ knots and easy seas on Saturday was way out!


It was gusting 20 knots for Race 1, and 25 for Race 2.  That is not too bad....  The ‘easy seas’ were the problem.  (Easy ???  The chop/swell was bigger and more confused than we had in Race 1 of the last Nationals.) 
We did OK in Race 1: Phil Ash and I started on time, and finished in that order.  Malcolm Paine and Gavin Auld started late, and came in 3rd and 4th.
In more wind, Race 2 proved tricky. Malcolm, Phil, and I all had similar pace upwind, with Gavin close. 
Offwind, both Phil and Malcolm soon got ‘fire-hosed’ (blinded by spray) and went upside-down. Phil damaged his deck, but Malcolm was able to continue.
In the meantime, I had hit the front.  “At last!”  I thought.
REEFED SAIL    I had reefed my sail, and although I too got fire-hosed, my boat was much more 


      controllable on that wild, bouncy reach. “At last!” I thought - “I will win a race with my reefed sail!”  I should have scored a 2nd in the final race of the Lyttleton Nationals with sail reefed, but my bloody sidestay had broken - DNF.  At last I could prove that there are times when it pays to reef!


      So...  I shot off a big wave, through the air, and crashed down onto the next wave in front. The whole boat shuddered, but was still in my control.  BUT...  the sail fell down. The bloody halyard wire strop had given way, and I ended up with another  DNF.   GRRRRRRR !!!
Meanwhile, Gavin had put his knee through his reefed sail, and was also out. Malcolm recovered, and bravely wired most of the way down the wild 2nd reach – only to turn turtle, and swim a long way to catch up with his boat. 

He went on to finish, and took the overall lead, being the only guy to do 2 races.  A hero!

Very miffed at not finishing, I decided in the clubhouse that my beer would taste better if I disqualified all those who had not paid their subs. That turned out to be everyone. I did so, and immediately my beer tasted much, much better.

Next morning the wind was still about 25, and the waves looked slightly worse, so we decided to avoid more broken gear, and made a ‘strategic withdrawal to previously-prepared positions’.

So at some point later in the season, we need to re-hold the North Shore Champs, at a North Shore venue.  The Nationals are at Takapuna, and Takapuna have a regatta on March 17 & 18, an ideal practice run for the Nationals, so that looks an obvious date to me.  But others may have alternatives.

Send them in!



Meanwhile, pay your subs!  Otherwise I may take it out on you if I have another gear breakage….
COMING EVENTS:
Hamilton Christmas Regatta Dec 17 

Saturday only. Santa Claus may even throw you a lolly!! 10am briefing, entry $10 only!!


$8 for dinner – cooked ham, roast veges, etc….
CLARKS BEACH NEW YEAR REGATTA  Jan 1, 2, 3   

Load boat & pack up 31st Dec… or before…
Party up New Year’s Eve,  then you can arrive for a race about 4pm New Year’s Day!!


Sun  1 Jan  
2pm    Registration      3pm briefing.     Racing.   



Mon  2 Jan  
10am  Briefing.  3 (or 4) races.  



Tues  3 Jan      Briefing time to be advised  two  (or three) races; Prize giving


Meals

1st Jan please bring food to share for BBQ dinner.

Lunches on sale  2nd & 3rd; evening BBQ meals for sale on 2 Jan.   


Cash bar, and refreshments available to purchase.


Accommodation: 
You may camp on the Yacht Club grounds,  

or Clarks Beach Holiday Park is adjacent to the Yacht Club. Google!


Entries:
Entry Fee per yacht  –  
Senior $60  School kids $25.  

OR Family $85 (immediate family only Mum/Dad with school age children)

DRAFT    CALENDAR    2012

Jan  30

Anniversary Regatta Harbour Blast  Akarana – ASC

Feb 4, 5, 6

3-day weekend with NOTHING on????

Feb 18, 19

Sail Akarana Sprint Series

Feb 25, 26

Tauranga Regatta – NORTH ISLAND CHAMPS

Mar 3. 4 

Howick – Auckland Champs;  Hamilton YC Regatta  (CLASH)

Mar 11

Wakatere Senior Classes Regatta

Mar 17, 18

Takapuna North Shore Champs?

Mar 31, 1st Apr
Waikato-Thames Champs, Lake Ngaroto

April 6, 7, 8

EASTER  -   NATIONALS,  TAKAPUNA



Any additions??
NEWS
In England a top sailor has tested Daryl Wilkinson’s 3-7 (No 384, ex Ben de Fluiter and Julien Pilate) for Yachts and Yachting mag.  Photos and write-up are great - it was gusting to 30 knots, and this guy surely is a good sailor!
View the video at  http://vimeo.com/30130411  I can send a copy of the write-up if you email me for it.

jelliott@slingshot.co.nz 
3-7 Boats for sale : 
I think these are still available, otherwise, keep an eye on Trademe


#372 Andrew Brown, 2009 - 10 National Champion boat, top gear  andrew@forceracing.co.nz  Great value at $5750 cash.
#380 John Dawson-built hull, top boat: Andrew Clark won under-21 title in this boat at 2011 Nationals. Andrew (at Doyle Sails) can probably put you in touch with the owner, Steve Ussher, andrew.clarkee@gmail.com 
#323 Steven Andrew,  moving, stevenandandrew@gmail.com 
Bruce McCallum #187  Auckland (measures) 0211398990   bruce.mcc1@gmail.com     
John Kennedy #273 "Old Geezer" Johnk@stonewood.co.nz
Rob #297 "Nearly There" Christchurch, (no record of measurement) 03 384 3408 robert.bentley@otago.ac.nz  021 1705116
Stephen Price  #170  phone 03 5776121 Picton/Wellington, adventurenz@xtra.co.nz
Andrew Howden new hull  Auckland  a_howden@xtra.co.nz      0274581124
Andrew Howden frames or girder or partial kitset packages a_howden@xtra.co.nz    0274581124
Don’t forget those subs!  Christmas is coming!!
Lastly, 


If you remember Life Member David Mills   (probably the hardest-working co-founder of our class)  spare a thought for him.  He is fighting cancer, and is in cycle 4 of pretty tough Chemo. It does look to be working, which is good news, but he is not having it easy.

If you know he would remember you and you are not already in contact, email your support to 

davidjmills@clear.net.nz   Tell him we want our Life  Members to stay just that, and to keep getting better.

David sends out full reports on how it is all going. It is compelling reading.

Good Sailing, and be careful out there…

John Elliott

