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3 website addresses ?       2 Secretary email addresses ?       Explanations below ! 
 
 
 

FROM   THE   AGM  
 
No increase in subs. Know any other fees that have not increased since 1999 ?? 
 
Next Nationals  -  Bay of Islands Easter 2009,  with Wellington as prospect for 2010. 
 
New Class President:  Chris Mitchell . 
 
Sec/Tres remains John Elliott. 
 
New Chief Measurer:   Bruce McCallum 
 
Committee:  Chris Hawkins, Brett Gray, Malcolm Paine, Tim Griffiths, Lance O’Connell, 
  Kevin Holland, Kim Humphries. 
 
 
WEBSITES  At the AGM we realised that we had keen young, innovative people who could  

          rejuvenate the class website. Scott Cornwall has been doing a great service for the class 
for over 7 years now at the Sentech site, but we recognised that he is busy, and might like a rest. 

 
Matthew Vaughan’s name was noted in the minutes, and, sure enough, within two weeks 

Matthew had done as the meeting asked and set up a new site, at the Wordpress domain. (If you have 
not seen the video of 3.7’s at Hamilton Lake, you should check out this website.  See above.) 

 
But then Scott, President Chris, and I agreed that we need a permanent domain. Wordpress and 

others have the advantage of being cost-free, but there is no guarantee that they will not suddenly close 
and take our website with them. 

 
So Chris has set up the 3-7Class.org site, linked in Pres, Sec’s, Chief Measurer’s email 

addresses (hence 2 addresses for me above) and we hope that Matthew and friends will be willing to 
take over running this site instead of the Wordpress one. Or as well as… ?? 

 
 
Good to have some active people.  Buy the latest NZ Boating magazine and see the article written  
by Chris Mitchell.   Our class could be in for a good year or two….. 
 



COMING  EVENTS 
 

Tauranga Winter Series  dates are:   May       25 
           June 8,   22 
           July 6,   20 
           August  3,   17 
From what I can see, the series no longer seems to be linked with high tides, which may mean that we 
get only inferior Wind-Leeward courses with no reaches.  Wait and see. 
 
Good attendance by sailors from Rotorua, Tauranga itself, Hamilton, and even visits by 
Aucklanders  have made this a good series over the last 5 years. 
 

Auckland Sailing Dates     include 3 visits to Tauranga: 
Priority Ak dates: May 11 Takapuna; June 22, Tauranga; July 6, Tauranga; August 3, 

Tauranga; Sept 27, 28 Murrays Bay  Serious Aucklanders try to attend these. Lance O’Connell and I 
should be at Tauranga too, with others. (One can look at weather forecast and drop out!) 
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Nick James, current Under-21 Titleholder, relishes some breeze at Lyttleton. Conditions at Rotorua
     Nationals just did not give us any decent photos like the Lyttleton ones... 



SAILING NEWS  
 
Manukau Regatta,  French Bay  Only 3 of us there: Phil Ash, me, and Rod Chave (I think).  

3 races in a row: light at first, but a lovely 15knots SW by the 3rd race.  
I think we finished in the same order in each race: me 1, Rod, 2; Phil 3.  A nice sail. Wine prizes!! 
 
No 3.7’s attended the Taupo Regatta. 
 
Hamilton Closing Day,   with no wind and even less lake level, I chose not to sail, but to video the 
sailing. (No wind – no good footage.) Results are not yet on HYC website. I think South Humphries 
won all the 2 or 3 races sailed from Matthew Vaughan. 
 

 
Waikato-Thames Champs, Lake Ngaroto 
 
Light, boring conditions for Day 1 (4 races) Alan Paine dominated, but Lance O’Connell took one 
race off him. 
 
 N B Ex-3.7 President ALAN COUSINS has stooped to the low level of buying a Zephyr. 
(Oh, the infamy…)  To make matters worse, he actually OVERTOOK two of us (Lance and me) in 
light airs offwind.  The look on his face was one of pure malice and glee, poorly concealed beneath a 
thin veneer of casual unconcern. This man must not be allowed to repeat such a vile act. 
 
Day 2:  Gusting to near 20 knots: Some EXCELLENT rides, great sailing. (but no photos.) 
 Lance O’Connell took over dominance to win the contest. A certain Zephyr was less of a 
problem… 
 1) Lance O’Connell 2,2,1,2,1,1,1 
 2) Alan Paine  1,1,2,1,2,3,2 
 3) John Elliott  3,3,3,3,3,2,3 
 4) Phil Ash  4,4,4,4,4,4,4         Nice camping + evening meal at club. 
 
 

Auckland Champs, Anzac, Takapuna 
 
Day 1 – Light and boring again. It looked like the wind might build for a while, but it faded again… 
3 races:  Derek Scott dominant, with Alan Paine, Malcolm Paine and Rhys Johnston also standing out. 
 

The Foiling Moths managed only one or two brief rides on their foils. 
 
Day 2 – Big NE chop, with NE wind hitting 20 knots – exciting, approaching scary. 
Only 2 races: poor Race Officer Janet Watkins got horribly sea-sick. Rhys broke his tiller; Malcolm 
and Phil Nicholls had stays let go…   Only 8 of our 12 entrants did both races.  Grunty, rough trapeze 
sailing, and Derek Scott continued to dominate.  Some tricky moments now and then.. but exciting. 
 
 The Foiling Moths sped along till they hit a big wave…  only 4 of them for 2nd race. 
 
Day 2 – Big chop still there, but wind eased: 15 to 10 knots: pleasant trapeze sailing. At last, a 
triangular course and some nice reaching. 3 more races. 
 
Derek remained dominant, and looks like being very hard to beat in all conditions. Like Peter Evans at 
the Takapuna Nationals 2004, he is ahead of us.  Rise to the challenge, you youngsters!! 



 
PLACINGS: 
  1) Derek Scott   1,2,1,1,1,1,1,1 
  2) Alan Paine   3,1,4,4,3,3,5,2 
  3) Ben de Fluiter  5,5,8,3,2,4,3,3 
  4) Malcolm Paine  2,10,7,6,DNS,2,2,4 
  5) John Elliott   7,3,5,5,4,5,4,7 
  6) Chris Hawkins  DNS,DNS,DNS,2,6,6,6,5 
  7) Naomi Paine  6,8,6,9,DNS,8,8,6 
  8) Phil Ash   10,9,9,8,5,7,7,9 
  9) Gavin Auld   8,6,3,11,DNS, 10,10,10 
  10) Rhys Johnston  4,4,2,DNS…. 
  11) Mark McMinn  11, DNS,DNS,10,7,9,9,8 

12) Phil Nicholls  9,7,10,7,DNS… 
 

BONUS POINTS TO:   
Mario (Mark McMinn) who DNS’d 2 light weather races, and happily did the rough ones. 
Chris Hawkins, who had to work Day 1, and sailed all the challenging stuff. 
Naomi Paine, who passed on Race 5, but willingly went out when it didn’t look much better next 

           morning, and completed all 3 races with a smile. 
Gavin Auld, light, with a mast stiffened for 86kg Matt Mitchell, and not long out of Starlings. 
            Keen, helps others launching, etc, and votes to sail when there is doubt. 
 
Sunday morning looked as tough as Sat Afternoon: Big chop, rain, wind. The Foiling Moth guys 
were talking of moving to Lake Pupuke.  
 
I did not want the Takapuna people to go to a lot of trouble if only 4 Bladeriders and 4 or of us were 
going to front up.  It was great to find that most of us wanted to sail. We were lucky – the wind eased 
(as forecast), making it enjoyable. 
 
FOILING MOTHS  went well on Sunday (the ones that persisted) and I can see that they are another
        new step in sailing.  Two problems for me: 

1) $20,000+ price tag 
2) Fast, but what feel do you get? In 1973-4 I tried a Paper Tiger cat for a season while I had 

an NZ Moth. At first the speed thrilled me. But once I got used to the speed, I felt it was ‘sails on 
rails’. The NZ Moth might not have gone as fast, but skidding across waves on a reach was more 
exciting in an NZ Moth. Close upwind racing was, too.  

It took the 3.7 to get me out the NZ Moth Class. In a 3.7 you have speed, manoeuvrability, and 
still retain that marvellous close contact with the waves that makes sailing so much fun.  

 
I put a possible analogy to you:  
 

FERRARI     (= 3.7)   Slow          ( 280 kph) but manoeuvrable and fun to drive. 
TGV (French train)   (= Catamaran) Faster        (450 kph) but less fun to drive. Sails on rails. 
JAPANESE MONORAIL      (= Foiling Moth)  Fastest  (500+ kph)  Who knows? 
 
If I were young and rich, I would certainly be keen to try a Foiling Moth. Good luck to those who do.  
 
But I am an old dog now, and I fear that I could spend a lot of time on it, only to decide that rising 
above the waves would be like riding on a smooth monorail. A clever balancing act at first, but will 
the sensation always equal the thrill of skidding across ever-varying waves?  Especially while hanging 
on a wire right out of the boat? 
 
Certainly try a Foiling Moth if you get the chance! 
 



3.7’s    for    sale: 
 Hull Weight is important:  Take some bathroom scales with you to make a rough  check! Some 
owners have provided more details than others. 
 
123 Good Aussie foam sandwich hull; carbon rig with new sail and an excellent  older sail. 
Top performer: winner Auckland Champs 2003, and Junior Champ  boat at 2003 Nationals. 
Includes beach trolly and trailer. $4000 Rob Hook 
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323 Foam sandwich hull of Ian Dixon 1982 build, not overly used. Alloy mast, Dacron sail. For 

more details contact Richard Sutherland-Smith, Wanganui, 
Phone  06 – 345 33 35   email richardss@clear.net.nz  

 
381 Top Boat – 2nd in 2008 Nationals. Gear: 2 x Fyfe Sails (Chris Skinner made). 

C-Tech Mast and Boom. Foils – 1 x Rudder, 2 x Centreboard. Keith Paine Hull – 6 years old. 
Hull Weight: 51kg (with ropes attached). Beach Trolley. 
$8200 o.n.o  Contact: Alan Paine.  Phone: 027 412 0023 

Email: alanpaine@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

(Sad to say, Alan is off overseas.) 
 
Mast  stiff, Fosters section.  What offers?  Gavin Laird,  gavinandwendy@xtra.co.nz   
 
  
 
Next newsletter – Grand Prix Trophy results and maybe a finance report. 
 
Keep smiling 
 
John Elliott 
 


