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Harbour Blast            Turn up around 10am.  
 
 
Event W11  Warning Signal 1220hrs  – Harbour Blast 
Includes Farr 3.7 ; Javelin; Cherub; RS 400 & 800; International Moths and any other dinghy 
class with a trapeze. 
 
ENTRY FEE Harbour Blast entrants  $25.00     Warning Flag Black .   Course  H  or  J  
 
Course H: Course H: Start from W to E, yellow Bastion Buoy (Port), yellow Torpedo Buoy (Port), Ports of Auckland Buoy 
(Stbd), yellow Torpedo Buoy (Stbd), Resolution Buoy (Port), yellow Orakei Buoy (Port), yellow Bastion Buoy (Port), yellow 
Torpedo Buoy  (Port), Ports of Auckland Buoy (Stbd), Resolution Buoy (Port) to fi nish from W to E. 
 
Course J: Course J: Start from E to W, Resolution Buoy (Stbd), Ports of Auckland Buoy (Stbd), yellow Torpedo Buoy 
(Stbd), Resolution Buoy (Port), yellow Orakei Buoy (Port), yellow Bastion Buoy (Port), yellow Torpedo Buoy (Port), Ports of 
Auckland Buoy (Stbd), Resolution Buoy (Port) to finish from W to E. 
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The courses above should give us wire reaching (given breeze) at some stage if not many stages. 
 
 
ENTRY: Last year I sent my entry in by post, only to find that there was no record of it when I went 
  in with others entering on the day at Akarana.  
 
So this time we all enter on the day, at Akarana next to Auckland Sailing Club. The limit is 1 hour 
before our warning signal, but I suggest that courtesy and good sense means that you turn up well 
before then! (11.20)  To get parking, rigging space, etc, I would recommend that you be there by 
10. 
 
 
(If any of you do not know where the Auck. SC or Akarana are, email me!) 
 
 
Maybe we can also sail somewhere on the Sunday before?  Will email later to set that up. 
 
 
 
Here is the entry form.  Bring it next Monday morning! 
 
 



 
 
    
 
 
 
 
	



SAILING RESULTS  
 
Ham YC Christmas Regatta   I was not there, but I know that some guys sailed.  
     When HYC put the results on their website, I will pass the 
news on. 
 
 

CLARKS BEACH NEW YEAR  
 
 Good new format:  a fun race for a bottle of rum late on New Year’s day, for those who 
were not so shattered by New Year’s Eve that they could turn up on time. 
 
 Then on 2nd and 3rd, two-day full regatta. 
 
Rum Race   . I was the only 3-7 to turn up so early. A massed start with 4 Hartleys, 1 Laser, 
and not much else that I can remember. The wind came up just enough for me to plane 
against the tide when the others could not, so guess who opened some rum the next night 
when it was awarded… 
 
Racing 2 nd & 3rd:   
  
 LANCE O’CONNELL  sporting a new Doyle sail, dominated the contest. He got so far 
ahead in Race 1, that nobody could tell him that he had gone to a wrong mark. So he went 
so far further before he realised it, that he saved me from an embarrassing last place. A true 
gentleman! 
 
(We all sympathised deeply, with minimal smirking, and some rum-drinking that night.) 
  
 Phil Ash was consistent, and pushed Lance hard for most of the contest. A well-
deserved 2nd overall. 
  
 Phil Nicholls  lied in his usual way: claimed he was sailing for last place, but 
proceeded to vie with the frontrunners in both Races 1 and 2, leaving me far behind.  He got 
2nd in race 1, and had a big lead for 1st place in race 2.  But POOR BOAT MAINTENANCE 
has its cost, and through shoddy worn-out gear, Phil lost a trapeze wire.  Once again, I was 
saved from a humiliating last place, while Lance pipped Phil Ash right at the finish. 
  
 John Elliott  (me) finally got his act together in race 3, and took what should have been 
a safe lead. But a silly swim on an easy gybe going into the final leg brought Lance level, and 
Lance then took a win by taking Elliott out past the finishing line… a good race. 
 
I finally did score a last place on the final day, when previous eve’s Rum consumption 
caused me to opt out of sailing.  
 
The 15-knot wind turned really strong just after Lance had scooted around the top mark; Phil 
Ash, close behind, sailed into and through the top mark instead of around it, and then came 
to grief doing his penalty turn. Phil Nicholls whizzed past him, only to hit the briney himself 
within a few meters.   
 
Ash righted his boat OK, but Nicholls pulled his up with mast to windward, and did not slide 
underneath the centreboard as the mast started coming up. Of course, the boat whipped 
straight over on top of him as he tried to climb aboard. 
 
 



Then he had to pull it up again, mast to leeward. The wind roared at the wrong moment, and 
I just wish I had had a camera for the view of … Phil in the water, head and arm visible as he 
held onto the transom.  
 
His entire rig and hull reared up into the air, stood vertical with only Phil holding onto the 
transom, only the transom & rudder in the water.   
 
Photo op of the century, but no camera!  
 
The boat crashed down, Phil pulled it up, and the wind eased.  But by that time a Hartley had 
also capsized, so there was no further racing. 
 
Lance O’Connell:     4,1,1,1 
Phil Ash:  1,2,3,2 
Phil Nicholls  2,4,4,3 
John Elliott  3,3,2,DNS          
 
 

CALENDAR  
 
 
Jan  26  AUCK  ANNIV  HARBOUR  BLAST  (day before anywhere?) 
 
Feb  21,  22  TAURANGA  NORTH ISLAND CHAMPS 
 
Feb 28,  Mar  1 HAMILTON  HYC 2-Day Regatta 
 
Mar  7,  8  HOWICK   AUCKLAND  CHAMPS 
 
Mar  14,  15  TAUPO   Regatta 
 
Mar  21,  22  TAKAPUNA  AUTUMN REGATTA 
(Mar  22  Thames   Open Regatta) 
 
Apr  5   Ngaroto   Open Sunday Regatta 
 
EASTER       NATIONALS  BAY OF ISLANDS 
 
Apr  18,  19  TE PURU,  THAMES WKTO-THAMES CHAMPS 
 
Apr  25,  26  TAKAPUNA  Anzac Regatta 
 
 
Have you some additions/changes to suggest? please send them in ASAP    jelliott@slingshot.co.nz 

 
 
 
John Elliott   


