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Mar 13,14     Howick - Auckland Champs         
Mar 20,21     Waikato-Thames Regatta, Lake Ngaroto  
Mar 27, 28  Maraetai  Regatta ??        
Easter...  Nationals, Evans Bay, Wellington. 
 
  Please send in any additions/ ideas for alternatives! jelliott’s address above. 

 
 
 

 
 
Phil Ash, storming upwind in lovely conditions at Clarks Beach New Year Regatta.  REAL SAILING! 

 
 



Coming Events: 
 
Auckland Champs Howick  Mar 13, 14.  
 
(Email already sent about this.)  Auckland’s best sailing venue to my mind, and does the world have 
anywhere better than Auckland? Bones of NOR below. 
 
Entry fee of $65.00 Note: this entry fee includes lunch and bottled water for the 2 days per sailor . 
Late entries will be accepted up until 0930 hours on Saturday March 13th at the organisers discretion . 
4.0 Schedule of Events 
Saturday 13th March 2010 Registration 0730 hours  Briefing 0900 hours. 
Race 1 (warning signal) 1030 hours Race 2 - back to back Race 3 After lunch Race 4 - back to back 
Sunday 14th March 2009  Race 5 (warning signal) 1000 hours Race 6 &7 back to back 
 (A lunch break may be scheduled at the discretion of the Race Committee). 
 No race will be started after 1600 hours on Sunday March 14th. 
 (Please note there is no set time after which a race cannot be started on the Saturday). 
5.0 Sailing Instructions 
Sailing Instructions will be available on Howick Sailing Club’s website www.howicksailingclub.co.nz 
or at registration on the day, 
 

 
Waikato-Thames Champs  Ngaroto,  Mar 20, 21. 
 
Ngaroto is the Waikato’s best sailing water: low hills, few trees. If the wind is good, it is good at 
Ngaroto.  Plenty of room for tents and the Ngaroto kitchen is known for its cuisine! Nearest motels in 
Te Awamutu. 
 
Entry $30 on the day.  Reg. up till 10am.  Briefing 10am. 
 
Racing starts 10.45 Saturday;  10.39 Sunday. Back-to-back, probable BBQ lunch breaks, all at Race 
Officer’s discretion. Max. 7 races; no starts after 1530hrs Sunday. 
 

 
 
Easy launching straight off the grass. 
 
This is the last fleet event we have before the Nationals. Lance O’Connell and I should be there with a 
good number of the Hamilton guys. Aucklanders who have had nasty experiences at Hamilton – come 
and see how good lake sailing can be. (Please bring some wind!) 
 
Bring a tent, and enjoy a quiet (?) social time Sat evening, but don’t pitch your tent too near my van.  
Late at night I turn opera up loud, then I turn it off and snore. 
 
Turn off State Highway 1 at Ngaruawahia: go Ngahinepouri, Paterangi, Ngaroto.  Google-map it! 
Clearly signposted as you get near. 
 



 
Sailing News: 
 

 
North Islands, Tauranga Feb 20, 21 
 
A great turnout of 16 boats, with a good number from Hamilton! Great weather, but not a lot of 
breeze. We often got to trapeze (just), but only in the very last race could one throw away some power. 
3 races Saturday, but we could not quite blatt on the triangles…  Good, competitive racing all, 
however. 
 
Sunday saw us go out in a dying off-shore breeze. It died to the point where the start was abandoned, 
and there was then a very long wait for the sea breeze to come in.  
 
(I sneaked ashore with Phil Ash, who had forgotten to sign on. We had a filled roll, a cup of coffee, a 
chat with the locals, and when we decided to head back out, the Race Officer kindly brought the entire 
course back down our end of the harbour…  lucky lucky!!) 
 
5 races, the last one the most fun. Derek Scott staved off a strong challenge from Rod Chave, with 
Andrew Brown, Julien Pilate, John Elliott, Phil Ash and Lance O’Connell all mixing it with them at 
times. Poor old  (I should talk..) Lance O’Connell had his worst series for many years. 

3.7 Fleet 
Sailed: 5, Discards: 1, To count: 4, Entries: 16, S coring system: Appendix A 

Rank Fleet  SailNo  HelmName  CrewName  R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 Total  Nett  

1st 3.7 372 Derek Scott   1.0 1.0 2.0 2.0 (6.0) 12.0 6.0 

2nd 3.7 375 Rhys Johnston   3.0 5.0 1.0 1.0 (7.0) 17.0 10.0 

3rd 3.7 371 Andrew Brown   2.0 3.0 4.0 (6.0) 3.0 18.0 12.0 

4th 3.7 384 Julien Pilate   4.0 4.0 5.0 (17.0 OCS) 2.0 32.0 15.0 

5th 3.7 308 John Elliott   6.0 (9.0) 3.0 3.0 4.0 25.0 16.0 

6th 3.7 123 Phil Ash   5.0 6.0 (8.0) 7.0 1.0 27.0 19.0 

7th 3.7 265 Lance O'Connell   7.0 2.0 7.0 (9.0) 5.0 30.0 21.0 

8th 3.7 381 Katie de Lange   8.0 7.0 6.0 4.0 (15.0) 40.0 25.0 

9th 3.7 333 Gavin Auld   9.0 8.0 9.0 5.0 (10.0) 41.0 31.0 

10th 3.7 229 Tim Griffins   (11.0) 10.0 10.0 11.0 9.0 51.0 40.0 

11th 3.7 103 Juan Robertson   (15.0) 14.0 11.0 8.0 8.0 56.0 41.0 

12th 3.7 220 Jonathan McMullan   (12.0) 11.0 12.0 12.0 11.0 58.0 46.0 

13th 3.7 337 Ivan Robertson   13.0 12.0 (15.0) 10.0 14.0 64.0 49.0 

14th 3.7 388 Matthew Vaughan   10.0 13.0 13.0 (17.0 DNC) 17.0 DNC 70.0 53.0 

15th 3.7 88 Brad Griffiths   14.0 (17.0 DSQ) 14.0 13.0 13.0 71.0 54.0 

16th 3.7 244 Matt Hunter   16.0 15.0 (17.0 DNS) 14.0 12.0 74.0 57.0 

 

 
 
 
 



Hamilton Regatta:   Windfade….    Brainfade… 
 

 
 
 Jonathon McMullan catching a rare puff on Hamilton Lake.   (Picture courtesy of Duckcam.) 
   (Jonathon often talks to ducks…) 
 
Gavin Auld of Auckland looked out his window early morning, and saw a nice, moderate easterly. 
“Ah,” he thought. “That will be nice in Hamilton.”   
 
He now knows better: Hamilton in a light Easterly……..! 
 
Only 2 drifty races Saturday, and, after much waiting, an equally drifty one Sunday. 
 
In the odd 5-knot puff, Katie de Lange can trapeze quite well. A few of the skinny guys tried it for a 
while too, but had to get back in pretty quickly. Much of the time we were sitting in, heeling the boat, 
and hoping for that vestigial drift of air… 
 
Windfade was one problem: brainfade was another, which seemed to afflict only one person. 
 
John Elliott had a good Friday night, and slept in Saturday because he could see there was no wind, 
and racing would not start on time. Arrival at the YC revealed that the callous, cold-hearted  Race 
Officer had decided to race regardless of the fact that the wind had not settled in. (It did, at 5.30pm.) 
 
Panic rigging up + change into sailing gear, quick look at course, and.. the negative of the course 
diagram got imprinted. Elliot started late, but a big hole and a lot of dribbly luck saw him leading the 
entire body of fleets to the first mark.  
 
Which was actually the 3rd mark, because Elliott had the negative imprint in his head. Heading the 
wrong way down leg two, Elliott noticed all the others going around the next mark the wrong way 
(???) 



And duly had to follow them, and make up ground again…  Grrr.  (I still say that the Race Officer 
drew the course wrongly.)  
 
Race 3 proved worse. For the first time in Ham YC Regatta history, the Radical Race Officer 
introduced a GATE at the leeward end of the course. For Elliott, the problem was that he had often 
seen gates, and knew what they looked like. They looked just like the short leg at the windward end of 
the course. (Nowhere else would anyone lay a leg of the course at the windward end as short as the 
gate at the leeward end, but it happened at Hamilton.  More like a small toenail-trimming of the course 
than a leg, but that is how the Race Officer laid the course.) 
 
So Elliott did a dreadful start again, but (also again) came in to the top mark with the leading group. 
The problem was that looking at the marks, Elliott assumed they were a gate. The majority tried to 
round the mark to port, while Elliott, on starboard, tried to round it the other way, and dialled them up. 
After much shouting, Elliott understood his error, bailed out, and once again followed the others from 
behind in the correct direction…   Grrrrr.   (I again blame the Race Officer!) 
 
Matthew Hunter deserves a big apology from me about this. He was right in the leading group, and he 
was the one I dialled up. He seemed to be laughing in fits instead of shouting back at me… 
 
I bailed out, rounded the mark, and there was Matthew, still head to wind, going nowhere, and 
apparently in paroxysms of laughter. I hope it was paroxysms of laughter, and not frustration…. 
 
In all, Katie dominated a light-airs regatta, and deserved her overall win. Special mention must go to 
the winner of Race 3: Juan Robertson (No 103) blitzed everybody. The last time Juan was beating all 
of us at Hamilton, he tried to do a supplementary lap instead of going through the finishing line. This 
time he did it right, and scored a very good 1st place.. 
 
No 103 is a top boat…..  103 was my 1st  3-7, built by Brian Dahl. I owned it 1975-77, winning the 
Nationals in 1976 in a fleet of 38.  It is a credit to the designer (Bruce Farr) and the builder (Brian) that 
a 36-year-old hull is still competitive. My own hull was built by John Dawson in 1981. It still has to 
carry lead makeweights. 
 
How many 29 or 36-yr-old Lasers are still competitive?  
 
(Rhetorical question, requiring no answer. An answer would horribly embarrass the Laser Class, and 
there might be talk of planned obsolescence.) 
 
 
 
 

 
NATIONALS   Are you booked in for  
 Evans Bay, Easter????? 
 
Contact me by email if you want the accommodation emails sent to you (again). Especially anyone 
who was not on the email list when I sent them out! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

3.7’s    for    sale: 
 Hull Weight is important:  Take some bathroom scales with you to make a rough check! Some 
owners have provided more details than others. We have no record of measurement for some of these 
boats. 
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Mast stiff, Fosters alloy section. What offers? Gavin Laird, gavinandwendy@xtra.co.nz 
 
New Hull, (already built)    or frames, girder, etc, available to facilitate building a new hull. 
 Contact Andrew Howden 
 Howden Boatbuilders Ltd 
 Ph 094409031 or 0274581124  Email a_howden@xtra.co.nz 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Please sail your 3-7, or think about selling it! 
   
 
See you on the water. 
       
 
John Elliott 

 
 


